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The World Organisation for Animal Health (founded as OIE) is an intergovernmental 

standard-setting organisation that develops and implements animal health 

technical standards and capacity building programs, through a global network of 

Members and collaborating experts. Dr Gifford completed his veterinary studies in 

Saskatoon, Canada at the Western College of Veterinary Medicine and the 

Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization (VIDO). Throughout most of his career, 

he worked as a veterinary biologics evaluator and National Manager at the 

Canadian Centre for Veterinary Biologics, Canadian Food Inspection Agency in 

Ottawa, Canada. From 2016-2020 he was seconded to the WOAH headquarters in 

Paris. During his secondment at the WOAH and subsequent consulting assignments, 

Dr Gifford’s main responsibilities involved contributing to the development and 

revision of the WOAH’s technical standards for vaccines, diagnostic tests, and 

reagents, which are published in the WOAH Manual of Diagnostic Tests and 

Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals (Terrestrial Manual).  
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