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Dónal Sammin is the Executive Secretary of the European Commission for 
the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (EuFMD) since 2023 and is based 
at FAO headquarters in Rome. Prior to joining EuFMD, Dónal spent most 
of his professional career working for the laboratory services of the Irish 
Government’s Department of Agriculture, Food, and the Marine (DAFM) 
– in field and laboratory investigation of diseases of food-producing 
animals and in applied veterinary research. In 2015, he was appointed 
Head of DAFM Laboratories leading a team of 340 people, engaged in 
animal health, food safety and plant health related work.  
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