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Ken Kono is Chief of Viral Safety Section in the Division of Cell-Based 

Therapeutic products, National Institute of Health Sciences (NIHS), Japan. 

He received his Ph.D in Medicine from Osaka University in 2010. He is 

responsible for viral safety of cell-processed therapeutic products and 

working in several projects on assessment of viral safety assays using Next-

generation sequencing.  

Prior to joining the NIHS in 2011, Kono worked at Osaka University where 

he conducted basic research on host factors involved in HIV replication. 
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