
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gordon has an honours degree in agriculture from Reading University.  
He spent 18 years as an agricultural adviser with ADAS in Southern 
England specialising in business management and waste & 
environmental management.  In May 2001, he was seconded to the UK 
Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food to assist with the disposal 
operations during the 2001 FMD outbreak, joining Defra on a permanent 
basis in 2004. 
 
He was awarded an OBE in January 2024 for services to animal health. 
 
Gordon is currently Head of exotic disease control in Defra, where he is 
responsible for policy and legislation for exotic notifiable diseases of 
animals, new and emerging animal disease threats and surveillance 
policy.  This includes policy preparedness and response to disease 
outbreaks such as avian influenza. 
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