
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Prof. Celia Abolnik holds the South African National Research 

Foundation’s SARChI research chair in Poultry Health and Production at 

the University of Pretoria’s Faculty of Veterinary Science, which is the only 

veterinary school in the country. She is the author of almost 100 peer-

reviewed scientific papers, mostly focusing on avian influenza.  Her skills 

and research interests encompass pathogen identification and 

genomics, the molecular epidemiological tracing of outbreak sources 

and spread, diagnostic test development, and the development and 

clinical testing of novel veterinary vaccines using a plant expression 

system. She is a member of the international WOAH-FAO scientific OFFLU 

network, has served on national avian influenza task teams and is a 

member of the South African Veterinary Association’s Poultry Group. 
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